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for irrigation. Hence such valuable crops as tobacco, grapes,
fruit, rice, cotton, kendyr. and kenaf (see p. 214^, and even
sugar-beet are grown. Crop specialization has been introduced
and developed to a very great extent. Rice cultivation has
been concentrated in the Dzhietsu region in order to free the
Syr Darya valley and the valleys and lower slopes of the
Kartau Mountains for the gro\vth of cotton. Cotton seed
provides not only vegetable oil but a valuable source of fodder
for cattle. The area under cotton has been further increased
by importing wheat from the Novosibirsk region, thus re-
moving the need to grow this crop in Kazakhstan. Rubber-
yielding plants such as the handryll tau-sagyz, etc., now
occupy a considerable acreage.
KAZAKHSTAN:  APPROXIMATE ACREAGES (IN THOUSAND ACRES)
UNDER CHIEF CROPS,1 1938
Total sown area          .         .         .       14.580
Grain        .....       12.890
Cotton      .....           277
Rice U939)        ....             65
Sugar-beet          ....             32
Fodder crops     ....           485
Irrigated area (1940) .         .         .        2,945
Industry
The recent industrial development of Kazakhstan has
proceeded on the basis of the utilization of the resources of
coal, oil, non-ferrous metals, and salt on the one hand, and
of the products of agriculture, especially cotton, on the other.
Economically, the republic is closely linked with the Ural-
Kuznetsk industrial combine, since it possesses about 50 per
cent, of the entire non-ferrous metal deposits of the Soviet
Union, and is able to supply copper, zinc, and lead to the
metallurgical industries of the Urals and the Kuznetsk basin.
The development of the chemical industry is of particular
importance, because the use of chemical fertilizers makes
possible a great increase in the yield of such crops as cotton.
1 For number of livestock, tractors, and combines, see pp. 224-5.
Kazakhstan not only supplies large quantities of wool and hides for in-
dustry, and meat and dairy products, but also rears large numbers of
horses, used extensively in the Army.